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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action of September 12, 2002 received in the above-referenced 
patent application, consideration of the following remarks and reconsideration of the patent 
application is respectfully requested. Claims 9-16 and 21 remain pending. 

Claims 9-12, 15, 16 and 21 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) as anticipated by Weber et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,759,172). The reference is directed to a catheter having a lobed balloon 
wherein sections of high compliance are combined with sections of low compliance. Upon inflation, 
the sections of high compliance define expanded lobes while the sections of low compliance define 



channels therebetween. With regard to the rejection of claim 9, it is respectfully submitted that the 



cited reference makes absolutely no suggestion that the balloon is to exhibit two stage compliance 
wherein a compliance within a first pressure range allows the balloon to expand to a desired working 
diameter while substantially less compliance is exhibited at higher pressures. It is respectfully 
submitted that merely the inclusion of cross-linked sections in a balloon as described at column 4, 
lines 28-38 of the reference would not necessarily yield such two stage compliance, let alone that the 
transition from higher compliance to lower compliance would occur at the desired working diameter. 
It is therefore respectfully submitted that anticipation of claim 9 is effectively precluded. Moreover, 
because the reference merely teaches the use of a combination of high compliance and low 
compliance materials, it is respectfully submitted that a balloon that exhibits a change in compliance 
cannot be considered obvious thereover. 

With regard to the rejection of independent claim 1 0, it is respectfully submitted that the claim 
clearly requires the longitudinally extending stiffening zones to expand with the adjacent portions 
of the balloon to form a substantially cylindrical shape. In stark contrast thereto, the cited reference 
clearly teaches away from such a stiffening configuration as the stiff sections 16 of the reference are 
configured not to expand or to expand only minimally so as to yield a lobed balloon. It is therefore 
respectfully submitted that anticipation as well as obviousness is avoided by claim 10 and all claims 
depending therefrom. 

With regard to the rejection of claim 21, it is respectfully submitted that the cross-linked 
material described by the cited reference forms sections of the balloon (column 4, lines 28-31), 
rather than a coating on the balloon to effectively avoid anticipation. In view of the failure of the 
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reference to suggest the use of coatings of any kind to control the dimensions of the balloon, let alone 
its axial growth, it respectfully submitted obviousness is similarly avoided. 

Claims 13 and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as obvious over Weber et al. in view 
of Chen et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,565,523). In view of the non-obviousness of underlying 
independent claim 10 as argued above, it is respectfully submitted that any claims depending 
therefrom are similarly non-obvious. 

In light of the above amendments and remarks, applicants eamestly believe the application to 
be in condition for allowance and respectfully request that it be passed to issue. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



FUL WIDER PATTON LEE & UTECHT, LLP 




Gunther Hanke 
Registration No. 32,989 
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